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MUST BOOK 


May 10 
Buck, Pearl &. John Day 
PEONY $3.00 
® China- 100 years ago- is the setting for a novel presenting a phase of China's 


social history unfamiliar to the majority of readers- the absorption of an accepted Jew- 
ish minority into the stream of Chinese life. Alone among nationals, the Chinese has ; 
accepted the Jews, treated thom as equals, admired their acumen, respected their re- 
ligion, married their sons and their daughters. The story tells of a certain Jewish 
family, the mother the dominant factor, determined to keep the blood stream clear, to 
strengthen the observance of traditions and faith, to forget- if possible- that her 
husband had had a Chinese mother. To this end, she plans to marry her only son, David, 
to Leah, daughter of the Rabbi. But David has looked on the third daughter of his 
father's Chinese partner - and found her fair. And Peony, bond-maid, brought up with 
David almost as a sister, loves him and knows her chance lies only in his marriage to 
one .of her race. It is a strange struggle- a silent one between two strong women - 
and Leah dies a tragic death, and David marries his Keuilan - and Peony stays on to 

| @ serve him. The story suggests in its parallels something of Valley of Decision, in 
the devotion, the self-abnegation of Peony to the man- and the family- she loves. 
There's a thread of inner conflict here- as recurrently, but with lessening force, 
David's Jewishness asserts itself. But the ultimate- when the older generation has 
passed- is assimilation, effortless, dignified, until only the spark, the spirit sur- 
vives... Not one of Mrs. Buck's major books, but good reading and a new field, Literary 
Guild for June. i (Rumning now in Cosmopdlitan) | 





Nameworthy—Noteworthy 


The first Geoffrey Household in nine years, ARABESQUE (Little, Brown) provides easy enter- 
tainment; Marion Hargrove's SOMETHING'S. GOT TO GIVE (William Sloane) will ride on his | 
name.and tts humor; E. Ralph Rundell’s THE COLOR OF BLOOD (Crowell) is a. first historical | 
novel which deserves the promotion behind it; Markoosha. Fischer's THE NAZAROVS. (Harper) | 
is an important, fictional presentation of the Russian people; Charles Jackson's. THE. OUTER | 
EDGES. (Rinehart) is saleable on authorship rather than merit; and the perennially pleasing 
P. G. Wodehouse: in SPRING FEVER (Doubleday), See reports: below. 


April 5 


Sender, Ramon J. Vanguard 
THE KING AND THE QUEEN $3.00 


Symbolism and psychological objectivity in this novel of the siege of Madrid 

in 1936 for a background of a duchess and her gardener. The duchess displays her dis- 

u* 2‘ \ain for the servant class by receiving the gardener while nude, but the next day when 
NY ‘the Republicans take over the palace, she finds that he is her protector. Driven by 
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his memory of her nakedness, the protector-gardener sheds the role of servility, becomes 
her equal as a person and finally she acknowledges him as her only friend when she dies. 
Somewhat Gothic in inspiration - towers and winding passages, and a midget in the base- 
ment fighting rats in the food supply - but with a primary impact of a psycho-graph of 
Freudian analysis against a class war. 














April 8 






Winner, Percy Harcourt, Brace 
THE MOTE AND THE BEAM $3.00 







The satanic-messianic and at all times tortured progression of Phineas Vintner, 
through the France and Italy of the late '30°s to the war, through the many temptations 
of the flesh and the many women who love him, to his final redemption as a man of faith 
and good will. For in Rome, Finn is the prey of Darcy, who peddles drugs, of Darina- 
who tries to possess him in her establishment of orgiastic indulgences. Fleeing from 
Darina, Finn goes to Paris where he seduces young Solange, but is still “lost in 4 pur- 
gatory of halfways" until he meets Flora, a good woman. Renouncing Flora for the time 
being, Finn joins the underground under the tutelage of Bobo, pimp and patriot. With 
the German surrender, Finn is absolved of the past for his future with Flora... The 
excesses here, physical to metaphysical, the prolonged, personal agony, are all a little 
hard to take. d 


























April 26 


Household, Geoffrey Little, Brown 
ARABESQUE $2.75 


a . A practised, subdued story of intrigue in the Middle East during the last war, 
this reflects the many racial, national discords of French and English, Jew and Arab,- 

follows the delicate to dubious procedures of British security. Armande Herne, whose 
impassive beauty makes her suspect, if attractive to many, undertakes a mission to se- 
cure arms from an Arab sheikh, finds their designation diverted from the British to the 
Jews. Protected once by Sgt. Prayle of Security, she is nonetheless blacklisted from 
the services, leaves for Cairo. Found again, as a dancer in a cabaret by Prayle, Armande 
realizes her love for him, joins with him in the termination of his assignment...Adven- 
ture, which, if perhaps less direct than his earlier Rogue Male, is both assured and 
SUAVE. 


April 29 


Hargrove, Marion William Sloane 
SOMETHING'S GOT TO GIVE $3.00 


With his career as “Private Hargrove” behind him, novelist Hargrove has turned 
in another debunking version of radio, if in somewhat more realistic terms. The huck- 
sters, agents to sponsors, are ridiculed but not caricatured, and there is an awareness 
of their threat to the audience involved. It is, too, a story of a marriage that almost 
goes on the rocks of the career wife's spiral to success. There is a lot to the story 
that will delight the reader who isn't remotely interested in the sarcasm, the satire 
underlying the picture of what happens to a nice, wholesome marriage when the wife de- 
cides to be a career woman. In this case, a foursome- the men aspiring writers, the 
women, suburban housewives and mothers, are caught in the maw of the radio industry when 
the wives decide they'll pad the bank accounts by putting on the air a cosy, conversa- 
tion piece about babies and children. All very nice- but it takes most of the time of 
one husband to act as research agent, and all of the time of the other to do the scripts; 
and the children get out of hand, and maids resign, and the inquiring public spoils their 
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privacy, and fanmail swamps the rural post office, and business-cum-social engagements 
make widowers of the husbands. But, just in time when both marriages are about to break 
up, @ dyspeptic columnist roils the sponsor, the show is cancelled, and the four find 
freedom to enjoy life again. Without the broad humor of his Private Hargrove books, 
this is still entertaining reading, with enough honestsituations to establish that 
recognition quality that makes for a certain kind of popularity. 


April ?? 


Thompson, Edward Macrae-Smith 
A SEED IN SPRING $3.00 


Of the cotton kingdoms of Arkansas which old Tom Jordan dreams of ruling, as 
his plans for marrying his son, young Tom, to Jeff Phillips’ daughter, Virginia, reach 
6 successful conclusion. But young Mrs. Rutherford upsets those dreams as her maso- 
chistic husband drives her out and her love for young Tom finds an answer, as the weathor, 
mill strikes of 1926, and other family and business questions force the old man to see 
the emptiness of his concentrated ambitions. When young Tom runs away with the woman he 
loves, when old Tom's wife dies, it is the younger son, Richard, who gives up the law 
business to help his father on the plantation, who realizes that an end has come to the 
economy they have known, and to the world and class they had enjoyed. Amplified by 
questions of color, of the old line adherence to custom and code, this is a thorough- 
going novel of a particular scene, in a particular place, which is dependent on types 
of characters rather than the characters themselves, and as such is not as complete a 
book as it might be. 


May 11 


Greene, Josiah E. Macmillan 
A BRIDGE AT BRANFIELD $3.50 


Winner of the Macmillan award in 1945 (Vot In Our Stars.) writes now of a small 
Connecticut town and its current problems, brought to a crisis by the resignation of 4 
selectman and the resulting political upheavals of the coming election. In Jesse Arneau's 
determination to quit his long term office lie the seeds of uneasiness, of fear, of ignor- 
ance of the questions with which Branfield is faced, for in the candidates that offer 
themselves are only the obvious issues, not the fundamentals that forced old Jesse to 
step down. In the split between the Hill and the Hollow, in the wall between Vangie, 

Udie of the shanty section and Phyl, Arthur and Kelcey of the elite, in the diehard qual- 
ities of Mrs. Robbler and the Whittals who could trace their roots back, in contrast with 
the city contributions of the Hanfords, Oakridges, and painter Elk- in these are person- 
ified the clash between the imminent death of a town, and the possibility of continued 
life. Through their stories, the novel progresses to the battle of campaign issues and 
the collapse of an abnormal character so that the climax is grounded in murder. A novel 
of pertinent problems, which perhaps offers too much in its exploration of all questions, 
of more thoughtful reading than most current fiction. 


May 13 


West, Dorothy Houghton, Mifflin 
THE LIVING IS EASY $2.75 


A first novel of Negroes which subdues the dramatic, the discriminatory, this is 
an aware portrayal of a special segment of this society, the “blue-white” blacks of Boston 
at the turn of the century, with their very conscious concept of caste superiority and 
gentility. Centered is Cleo, with her sins of pride and power, her desires for social 
position and money, as she dominates and destroys those around her. Bart, her husband, 
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whom she milks insistently; her sisters whom she imports from the South (for their own 
sakes), who are forced into dependence on Cleo and who forfeit their homes and husbands; 
Simeon, Harvard intellectual, dedicated to his race, and the Duchess- once the sporting 
woman of Boston's first families- whom he marries; Thea, his sister, who also had passed, 
etc., etc. An uncompromising if often compassionate ovortrait of the inheritance of color 
warring against acquired notions of breeding and betterment, this is an unusual presenta- 
tion of a circumscribed circle hoping for assimilation and advancement. 


May 18 


Crowell 


Rundell, E. Ralph 
THE COLOR OF BLOOD $3.00 
Historical background of Civil War in the Argentine more than 100 years ago, 
for a novel with a fictional character as its central figure. Strangely prophetic of 
dictatorship in these enlightened (7) times - as Rosas (a Hitler or Stalin of his day) 
held Argentine in the grip of terror for long years of military control. Blanco Lander- 
son, Argentinian born son of an English father, a skilled gaucho at sixteen, but prom- 
ised- by his foster father- to a career as a student, elopes with the lovely, rebellious, 
young daughter of an itinerant and aspiring merchant. But before Blanco and Petra are 
legally man and wife, Blanco gets involved with Rosas' soldiers- serves a brief jail 
sentence and is inducted into the rebel troops, alternately serving on Rosas‘ ranch and 
with the warring units. Through his superior officer, Rodrigo, Blanco and Petra are re- 
united for an idyllic marriage which fulfills them both up to her tragic death, victim 
of one of Rosas* blood purges. Their story is told against an ebb and flow of civil 
warfare, changing authority, faith to an ideal of serving the people, to bring the pan- 
pas and the cities together- and betrayal to the forces of cruelty and lust and power. 
A black page of history- as Quiroga and Rosas outdo each other in excesses of violence; 
as Federalist and Unitarian conceptions are pitted against each other. Too little is 
known of specific facets of South American history; this picaresque novel - cloak and 
sword romance - will bring one segment of Argentine's history into vigorous life. Good 
reading, for those who like this lusty, often bloody, type of novel. Crowell's big 
book of the season. Watch it. 


Standish, Robert , Macmillan 
THE GULF OF TIME $3.00 


New territory again for the author of Three Bamboos -here New Guinea and the 
physical and spiritual adventures of Jim Rankin, who found gold in a primitive community. 
News of his discovery brings hangers on- forces him to try to stem the evil effects of 
civilization on the savages whom he considers his charges- brings him also a chance at 
romance. When a vengeful kanaka tries to pay back Rankin by selling his small knowledge 
of the whereabouts of the gold, he unlooses more than one attempt to cash in on Rankin's 
find, is the means of 20th century impact on the natives that Rankin has tried, unsuccess- 
fully, to guide into the modern world. Sick, and ill equipped, Rankin is attacked, final- 
ly rescued by e missionary ship as well as by the government, and for all his wealth and 
the girl he wants, sees his savages surrounded by a world they cannot understand. Too 
soul searching for straight adventure, but story enough to carry the problems involved. 

/ 


May 20 7/% 


Bost, Jacques Laurent Doubleday 
THE LAST PROFESSION $2.75 


A plotless, almost motionless novel of some French soldiers in the vicinity of 
Sedan in the spring of 1940, this portrays- but with little attraction- the actuality of 
soldiering. Told by Bernard, in the first person, this patterns the rounds of eating, 
drinking, sleeping, talking, marching, fighting, getting wounded- and eventually dying. 
Here is war as it brings out the baser qualities in men, and in the end there is death. 
In the prevailing pessimism of French literature, there is a hopelessness here which is 
perhaps more authentic than likely to secure an audience. 
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May 20 


Murphy, Edward F, Doubleday 
MADEMOISELLE LAVALLIERE ipthieeer 33,00 


A reverent, detailed Mary Magdalene story of a French actress, the toast of 
Paris, at the turn of the century, and her long, heart-rending struggle to expiate her 
sins. Beginning with her wretched childhood in Toulon, the violent deaths of her par- 
ents, and her interrupted life with relatives and in convents, the story follows her 
path to stage fame. Giving her illegitimate daughter everything she had not had, she 
was unable to keep the child from becoming a pagan and a lesbian when she grew up. 
Leaving her stage career, the actress tried to save her daughter by returning to the 
Church and devoting her life to sacrifice and good works. The latter part of the novel 
is devoted to her spiritual life and her attempt to take the veil. Deeply versed in 
Catholicism and based on the life of an actual person, this is essentially for a 
Catholic market. 


Wodehouse, P. G. Doubleday 
SPRING FEVER —_ 4 
° Master of the fouled up manoeuver, Wodehouse lightly sparkles again in the 


story of the complications arousing from Lord Shortlands’ possession of a valued stamp, 
and an invaluable daughter. When American Standwood, with his ex-cracksman valet, comes 
to visit Beevor Castle, he is pining for the American moving picture star his father will 
not permit him to marry; when Mike Cardinal, American moving picture agent comes, it is 
to woo Teresa and her father; and when they both commit themselves to regain Lord Short- 
lands’ stamp, it is a vernal equinox that results. Shorty and his butler both miss out 
on the chance of marrying the cook, Standwood gets his girl, and Mike, besides getting 
Teresa, also acquires her father to take back with him to Hollywood. Not to be excited 
about- merely entertained. Illustrated by Paul Galdone. 


May—24- pp fort 


Winslow, Anne Goodwin Knopf 
THE SPRINGS $2.50 


Again an idyll of considerable gentility, inconsiderable activity, with a 
shadowed, southern charm, this tells of the girlhood of Alice Macgowan as she looks back 
on "that old, that young time”. Her summers in her late ‘teens, as they were influenced 
by the hotel run by the Deerings; and the vicarious interest of all the Macgowans in the 
guests who came and went; in Mr. Clayton, who was in love with Alice- but married Paula; 
in Mrs. Dupree, a young mother whose affair with a local farmer, an only son, ended in 
his death; Alice's courtship, by Mr. Mason, which contributed a philosophy to her inex- 
perience, and then by his friend- whom she married... A gentle, sentimental remembrance 
of things past for the special audience she has cultivated. 


Creed, Will Little, Brown 
THE SWORD OF IL GRANDE 4/2) $3.00 


This is more definitely in the Costain- rather than the Shellabarger- vein, 
and will appeal to people who like tremendous detail and a rather slow pace of story. 
And in retrospect, The Sword of Il Grande has potentials of dramatic action which only 
come off here and there. Briefly, it tells of Gano Grande, mercenary and head of the 
band hired by the thrice chosen Gonfalonier of the democratic people of Vicenda, in 15th 
century Italy. The story opens with the return of the adopted son, heir presumptive, 
Uriel, who brings into a town accustomed to peace a warlike note, a jarring sense of 
aggressive showmanship unpleasantly tainted with gold. And from this moment, there is 
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war between Il Grande and Uriel, for Uriel attempts to unseat the beloved Cosima di 
Modena, establish a dictatorship. But the Gonfalonier and the governing body turn a 
deaf ear, the mercenaries are disarmed, Cosima is held prisoner in his own palace, un- 
til Il Grande- and his beloved Lisa work against terrific odds to restore Vicenda to 


its people. Cloak and sword romance de luxe. 
May 24 


Robertson, Olivia Random House 
FIELD OF THE STRANGER $3.00 


Of Ireland, and the Anglo-Irish and the stories and histories of the families 
involved in the selling of Mount Granite. In patterned mosaic of short story sections, 
these tell of the St. Legers, the Merton-Clinches, the Tyrrels, Mr. Hare, and the in- 
fluence of the old tales, on the people living within the area of tradition. For with 
the renting of Mount Granite, and the coming of the Merton-Clinch family, the world of 
Manodran is hastened to a minor climax in its affairs. And the Merton-Clinch house- 
hold introduces modern sophistication, outsiders who precipitate local situations, in- 
tolerance which ends familiar idiosyncrasies and brings about a finale to sentimental 
daydreaming of the past. To a point of caricature, to a degree of unreality, but with 
a touch of the bright,young things, this is not a novel of Ireland that gives a feeling 


of focussed, balanced portrayal. 
May 25 \/ 


Barke, James Macmillan 
THE SONG IN THE GREEN THORN TREE ' $3.50 


Robust and gay continuation of the author's previous The Wind That Shakes. The 
Barley (1947), an excellent fictionalized biography of the poet, Robert Burns. Imagin- 
ation plus scholarly, conscientious reconstruction of the 18th century life of young 
Burns in his '20's, defines the years when, with his mother and brother, he moved to a 
rented farm near Machlin in Ayrgshire. Ploughman and poet now, this is the period of 
Burns’ light o' love, Betsy Paton, by whom he had an illegitimate daughter; of his 
great passion for, and Scottish marriage with, Jean Armour which his family so opposed; 
and of his sad consolatory affair with Highland Mary Campbell. These romantic epi- 
sodes form the scarlet thread of a closely woven narrative in which other strands are 
Burns’ love of liberty, his war with the dour Puritanism of the Machlin Kirk Session, 
of his struggle With debt and poverty, and his ever gay relations with friends and 
neighbors, whose esteem he won in the face of all, as his poetic fame mounted. Second 
in a series of four volumes that will memorialize Burns’ life, this ends on the note of 
reconciliation with Jean, who bore him twins, and with his decision to try his literary 
fortune in Edinburgh. Good popular reading as well as a gold mine for honest romantics, 
for lovers of Burns. 


May 26 v 
Fischer, Markoosha Harper 
THE NAZAROVS $3.00 
° This is an important book, and one that should be read for the authoritative 


picture it gives of life within the Sovjet state, through the years of revolution. In 
fiction form, this parallels much of the author's autobiographical My Lives in Russia 
published in 1944, and heralded them as a disturbing record of twelve young-adult years, 
of experiencing the high hopes and subsequent despairs those years imposed on idealistic 
young Russians. (It is, incidentally, a book that deserves rereading, today.) Now in 
this novel, the author (Mrs. Louis Fischer) gives the panorama of approximately the same 





eS Oe nee an penpesene Ae eae 





pa 














@ 





March 15, 1948 Fiction -153- 
span of years, as they affected the Nazarovs, a more or less typical Russian middleclass 
family, with the elders stripped of everything that had spelled security to them; the 
younger members exultant, fanatical, antagonistic, as the case might be. But the gen- 
eral impression left is of cooperation, albeit against terrific odds as their very back- 
grounds counted against them in the proletarian upsurge, no matter what their tenets of 
faith. For here, in a close-up series of portraits, of individual and group relation- 
ships,one gets a story of complete uprooting of old ways, of deprivation, of crowding 
and hunger and poverty, all made bearable because of the high hopes of where sacrifice 
would lead. And then the years of fear and disillusionment, ,often resisted to the bitter 
end, of purges, of reigns of terror, of lost identities, of wrecked faith and hope. 


‘Natasha is, perhaps, the most completely realized character; she stood out longest a- 


gainst the recognition of the betrayal of faith, the crack in her own armor. An unus- 
ual approach and a story with drama, with emotional values, with romance. Perhaps it 
will carry conviction as to the inner conflicts of the Russian people to many who re- 
fuse to read the average journalistic sittin 

von Wahl, Karin P Houghton, Mifflin 

THE THRESHOLD Ae. $3.00 V 

A concentration of the representative evils of society as embodied in the de- 
tainees in Ellis Island, waiting for deportation or release. In the days’ emptiness 
and boredom there are plans for escape~ attempts to dishonor the hated matron- schemes 
to revolt and upset the monotonous routine. Focal points are the Slavs, Kala and 
Alexandra, against whose self-contained personalita&eés break the hatred of the Negro 
Isold, the fear of a stupid German, the shame of a Jewish refugee, the dream of an 
Italian's escape, the discontent and envy of assorted other women and girls held for 
judgment. Alexandra takes the way of deportation, while Kala, with a chance at release, 
chooses suicide as the answer to her problems. If it were not for the accenting of ob- 
vious types and nationalities, this, in its grim to bitter picture of the life, would 
have greater validity. 


May 27 


Bassett, Sara Ware Doubleday y 
WITHIN THE HARBOR d2DO~$ 2.50 


With a familiar, homespun touch, this returns to Cape Cod where a4 retired 
college professor comes to board with the Eldridges, finds himself drafted as librarian, 
when pretty Libbie Lane breaks her leg. This involves also Libbie’s courtship by one 
of the Eldridge sons, the mystery surrounding her father- who is in jail, and the final 
establishment of her father's innocence with romantic happiness for all concerned in- 
cluding the new librarian... For conservatives, conservatively for rent. 


Mergendahl, Charles Doubleday 
THIS SPRING OF LOVE $2.75 


Young love, but not so very young, for Steve is a Marine officer, at a New 
Zealand rest camp after two years in the Pacific,- the girl, a New Zealander, whose 
husband has been missing for two years. In spite of themselves, they fall in love, but 
for ‘her there was a conviction that her husband would be found and that she was not 4 
free agent; for him, the desire to have their love recognized, legalized. The husband 
is found, a victim of “shock fatigue", and needing Leslie. Steve's faith is not enough, 
and he concedes defeat under the pressure of the ciréumstances, and Leslie's loyalty to 
her husband. An unsentimentalized version of a situation that occurred many times under 
the stress of war separation and tension. More mature than its predecessors. 
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May 27 


Rinehart 


Jackson, Charles Wr 
$2.75 


THE OUTER EDGES 


From the Lost Weekend to the Fall of Valor, this is again progressively poorer, 
lacking the concentration of the first, the shock synthetics of the second. If easily 
assembled, this diffuses the kidnapping-rape-murder of the two children of Aylmer Smith 
through the lives ef several, directly or indirectly affected; their father, a good and 
godly man; their mother, a tubercular; Fan French, a time on her hands, nothing on her 
mind, suburbanite; and primarily Jim Harrow, whose amiable amorality is set back when 
his wife leaves him, as he becomes introvertedly involved in the killing of the Smith 
children. Salving his own sense of default, his conscience, Harrow goes to see Aylmer 
Smith,- then is freed to start again with his family... On the Jackson name, this may 
go farther than it would otherwise- facile as it may be. 


Kerr, Sophie AY Rinehart 
THE SOUND OF PETTICOATS $2.75 << 


Ten long-short stories of the Eastern Shore which date from 1922 to 1948,and 
are collected from the SEP,Cosmo, House and Garden.,,, They personify the various effects 
of women, in and out of the house, of Maryland cooking and customs, of romance, some his- 
tory, and the quirks and turns of fortune. There is too neighborhood gossip, stories 
handed down in families, and the lines between blue and red blood. A book of tales that 
are regional in background, plotted for human interest. The expert touch in feminine fare. ! 


May ?7 
y 24 
Cabell, James Branch Farrar, Straus _, 
‘THE WITCH WOMAN $3,002 ~ 


A connecting of the three manifestations of Dom Manuel of Poicteseme's third 
daughter, Etarre, the witch woman of Cabell's earlier books, to Madoc, Alfgar and Odo,- 
and her beauty, influence and legendary qualities are told in Cabell's distinctive style. 
This, in its oblique, episodic narration can only be of interest to those who have known 
the previous books (in which these characters have appeared)- The Silver Stallion, The 


Cream of the Jest, Jurgen, otc. 


Rackowe, Alec i Farrar, Straus 
A STYLISH MARRIAGE °/ !4 $3.50 


Primarily concerned with Daisy Gilfillan, and her life from 1898 to 1931, dur- 
ing which she is amazingly untouched by the passage of time, and changes. Giving up | 
her chance to marry Arthur, when she thinks her cousin Anna is pregnant by him, Daisy 
elopes with eligible but haunted Regis Penniver, is divorced from him when scandal | 
threatens both, and is cared for by her father's old partner, Gwym Cobley. On Gwym's | 
death, it is Arthur who rouses her old love, but again it is Anna who stops their chance | 
at happiness- Anna who is only waiting until she can be the sole possessor of Daisy's ) 
love. Acting as a buffer between Arthur and Anna, and their daughter, Daisy at last 
frees herself to marry Vane who dreams of the money he believes she has. Her lack of 
it embitters him and with his death Daisy is at last returned to Anna whose vengeful 
patience is rewarded. It is Anna who is the more interesting of the two women and were 
the focus on her more strongly, the story would be more holding in its implications. 
But a definite feminine accent makes this acceptable in its field. 
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May 22 91/9 
Alman, David Simon & Schuster 





THE WELL OF COMPASSION $300 2,75 


Skillful characterization in this novel of art and miscegenation for Jo Yarby, 
white, egocentric, marries the Negro artist, Lock Sharon, not because she loves him- but 
because she feels her work will improve through their association. Lock, a fine artist 
who paints with feeling- but it is a feeling of hate- hopes that he can make a complete 
break with the Negro world through his marriage to Jo. After their marriage, Jo and 
Lock drift farther and farther apart, until finally Lock leaves Jo- and it is her friend 
Melia who makes him see the truth about Jo. It is also with Melia'’s aid that Lock 
bridges the gap between the world of the dying and the world of the living- the world 
of the living of both Negro and white for which he develops compassion, rather than 
hate. A new approach to the racial problem, but the situation may seem contrived, if 
more authentic than The Hourglass (1947). 


Close to Publication 


Kaufman, Lenard Creative Age 
THE LOWER PART OF THE SKY $3.00 


Compared by the publishers to the varied talents of Hemingway, Kay Boyle, 
Richard Hughes, Graham Greene,- you can pretty well take your choice (or leave it alone) 
as this is a confused, confusing story of adolescents running amok- their activities 
which range from revenge, rape, murder, to a rather superstitious search for God. Con- 
fused in time (these adolescents take on some pretty masculine proportions by the close), 
in intent (the allegory is hazy) and concentrating on the morbid, this is more angled 
to attract attention than an audience. (3/22) 


Auslander, Joseph & Longmans, Green 


Wurdemann, Audrey MY UNCLE JAN $2.75 
bd A collaboration which has produced a hearty, really very funny family account, 


of Uncle Jan especially, but of the immigrant settlement of New Bohemia, Wisconsin, also. 
Jan's escapades, his misadventures, and the results on his fellow Czechoslovaks, his 
relatives and their involvement in his adventures,- all is accented by the mouthwatering 
details of national cooking, inherited customs, and community participation... There's 

a definite quality to the presentation of the incidents and characters, and the whole 

is a warm, colorful family portrait. (3/24) 


White, Nelia Gardnor Westminster 
NO TRUMPET BEFORE HIM $3.00 


A competent, sympathetic novel of a sensitive, admirable man, first a Christian 
and then a Methodist minister, and his patient, soul-trying struggle to bring simple, 
every-day Christianity into his life and that of his fashionable parishonsers. Phillips 
refused to preach fire and brimstone, or to turn his church into a social club, and for 
his humble but firm stand he was a failure in his small rural community but an under- 
standing, courageous bishop transferred him to an intellectual, sophisticated, social 
center. His directness and simplicity brought him only enemies;- a hostile board who 
wanted to rule him, the disdainful bishop's daughter who suffered from a broken marr- 
jiage, the widow of his predecessor who resented her loss of power, etc. ‘And to help 
him, his beautiful, but selfish, ambitious, wife balked all of his moves. Finally his 
influence prevails ~- a slum is cleared, tolerance takes the place of prejudice, psychol- 
ogical obstacles to a romance are removed, purpose is given to purposeless lives, and 
Phillips finds but does not keep a new love, goes on to a future with his wife based 
on mutual respect and mature affection. A well contrived, well written story with 
adult, intelligent values. Serialized in the S.£.P?., winner of the $8,000 Westminster 
Annual Award for Fiction, headed for best-selling in the bush leagues. /(Ppubl.) 
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April 13 





Singleton, Frank Macmillan 
INDEPENDENT MEANS $2.50 










Mary Jessop inherits Cobbett House, is threatened in her peace and security by 
her benefactress' grandson's, Ricardo Dale's arrogance, insolence, and evil intent. She 
believes, when he is found dead in his car, that she has willed his death, voices her 
fears to the Vicar and is assured that there are others glad to see him go. Through the 
stories of these, she learns of her innocence, decides that there was justice in his 


going. Bland British processing. 































May 3 
McCloy, Helen Random House 
SHE WALKS ALONE $2.50 
. The complex calculations and evasions of Nina Keyes, bearer (and loser) of a 


hundred thousand dollars from a dead man, the deaths which attend her passage from the 
Bahamas back to the United States, the fear she generates, the innocence she cultivates, 
until, pursued and closed in on all sides, the case is broken...The expert excellence 


as before. 


May 33 G 1 
Gruber, Frank Rinehart 
THE SCARLET FEATHER $2.00 -—~ 
& Johnny Fletcher and Samm Cragg, stepping fast and overstepping as they in- 


vestigate a murdered breeder of game fowl who reputedly doped his fighting cooks; as 
they salvage a girl's suicide attempt; as they involve themselves in a rich man's sport 
and a gambling circle where the stakes are high. In the chips - and out again - they 
manage to retrieve the reputation of their girl, convict their killers, and take off 
for a new territory. The routine roughhouse,. 


May 14 v 


Wells, Anna Mary Simon & Schuster 
SIN OF ANGELS $2.00 


The author of- A Jalent for Murder, Murderer'’s Choice, presents again Dr. Hillis 
Owen, psychiatrist, as he is unwillingly involved in the case of Millicent French, fam- 
ous English actress, who blanks out on her lines in her New York opening, finds her dress- 
ing room the scene of a murder. Through psychoanalytic procedure, Owen realizes he is 
up against an imposture but is able to free a young girl of a lifelong obligation.... 
Adept rather than active. 


May 19 


Goldman, Lawrence M. S. Mill 
WOLF TONE $2.75 v 


The decrescendo of anti-Semitic Franz Benda as he rides on his former fame in 
ii Prague to form the Benda quartet in the United States. His drawing power and position 
are displaced by his second violinist, Hugo Provarsch, a Jew. Benda hates Hugo for humil- 
iating him, envies Hugo his lovely wife, and eventually murders, tries to kill again, be- 
trays himself. The continental touches do not make this any more palatable. 
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May 19 


Wood, Sally Morrow 
DEATH IN LORD BYRON'S ROOM $2.50 


Spinster Ann Thorne accepts an assignment in Switzerland to help locate the 
means by which the Nazi underground is financed. As an amateur she acts as no profess- 
ional can, and is assisted - outplayed and distanced - by her niece, Nancy, who, as bait, 
brings about the close of the case. International intrigue in a genteel, BE. Phillips 
Oppenheim manner. 


May 20 


Lipsky, Eleazar Doubleday 
MURDER ONE $2.00 


The trial of Alice Williston, whore, for the murder of an only friend, (not 
lover) which proceeds from the rougher inquisition of the police to the more sympath- 
etic investigation of D. A. Frost. Refusing to take a plea, defenseless and unprotest- 
ing, Alice goes on the stand, is saved by Frost's patient pursuit of earlier evidence, 
Relying on the breakdown, not the buildup, this holds interest on its angles, not 
activities, and is a Crime Club Selection. 


Russell, Charlotte Murray Doubleday 
ILL MET IN MEXICO $2.00 


Perennial amateur, Jane Edwards, her brother and sister, and a group of Ameri- 
can tourists in Mexico, add to their foreign adventures with murder in a Mexican family. 
A wealthy, aristocratic head of the family, about to make her will known to the others, 
all after her money, is killed; another murder follows the hunt for the hidden fortune. 
A good enough mystery, plenty of intrigue, gory killings with a machete, and amusing 
moments. 


May 27 


Daly, Blizabeth Rinehart ao 
THE BOOK OF THE LION $2.00 


Gamadge, expert bibliophile, again turns criminologist when his curiosity is 
aroused over a succession of coincidences involving the presumed discovery of a rare 
Chaucerian item. The “long arm” has a long stretching, good guesses take the place of 
reasoning, and violent death plus blackmail eventually frees the victim and disposes of 
the criminals. A lot of money changes hands and the evil doers get away with it - but 
ultimately pay with their lives. Better while reading than in retrospect. 


Mey 2? 7 114 


Ford, Leslie Scribner 
THE DEVIL'S STRONGHOLD $2.50, 


The familiar, patterned mesh of murder with Grace Latham finessed by Colonel 
Primrose (minus his shadow). A new setting however - Hollywood and its environs; 4 
story complicated by an accidental death, a faked attempt at suicide, by blackmail and 
hate and concealed identities. Extraneous incidents set the reader on unfair bypaths 
and the solution, inserting the main pieces into place, leaves too much to contrived 
coincidence and ignores a few loose bits. Not up to her customary slick competency, 
reads better as a novel than a murder-mystery. 
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eo MUST BOOK 
May 24 
Hull, Cordell Macmillan 
THE MEMOIRS OF CORDELL H.LL $9.00-prepub.-$10.50 post. 


The long-anticipated memoirs of Cordell Hull, Secretary of State during mo- 
mentous years, will prove to be not only of immediate interest, but of permanent value 
as an integral part of the record of our times. Only a very small part of the text- 
which will run to some 1500 pages- has appeared in newspapers- and the excerpts, while 
high-spotting salient features, fail to give the sense of history unfolding that one 
gets in reading the complete text. It is inevitably a long and at times a tedious book; 
but it has restraint, objectivity,frankness - and it tells a close-up of events on which 
speculation has too often played. The story briefly sketches his early years, from a 
childhood in the mountains of Tennessee, through his career as a rising lawyer, solider, 
congressman- fighting the cause of lower tariffs, which later was to bear fruit in his 
achievement with reciprocal trade agreement - and finally, his twelve years as Secretary 
of State uncer Franklin D. Roosevelt. The early part of those years brings home forcibly 
the terrific problemofthe extremes of our isolationism, the difficulties of building pub- 
lic contidenos in our participation in world affairs, the creation of the Good Neighbor 
policy which brought its own reward in the solidity of hemisphere participation- Argen- 
tine alone standing out - when war came, the changing pattern in the Far East. During 
those years his devotion to and admiration for Roosevelt grew to where- with his death- 

ee Hull could declare him as one of the greatest of social reformers of modern history, 
outstanding as Commander in Chief, unrivalled in political skill. Their relationship 
was a close one, though- during the years of war, they differed as to the contribution 
the State Department should make to military decisions. Now and again they differed; 
occasionally Roosevelt failed to back him, as with the London Conference, but Hull 
assesses the reasons dispassionately. On major issues of policy, often difficult ones 
(as in the Vichy France and later the De Gaulle problems, in the decision to hold for 
basic principles with Japan, in Spain, Ethiopia, in relations with neutrals, in repeated 
stands with Russia on expansion, on Poland, the Baltic countries, etc.) Roosevelt and 
Hull saw eye to eye. Hull disagreed with the Morgenthau Plan; he disapproved of the 
Unconditional Surrender position - but always he presents both sides without venom. 
There is little of anger in the book- little of personalities. The recurrent crises 
created by Sumner Welles going over his head, acting independently, are given as just 
cause for Welles’ resignation, and retirement from active participation. Much that is 
already half-forgotten history is brought into its due relation with the more dramatic 
events. An interesting picture emerges of how two great countries- England and the 
U.S.A.- and two great leaders- Churchill and Roosevelt- could differ, oppose each other, 
compromise, and work together for the greater good, despite their differences. There is 
much that is clarifying- rather than newsworthy- much that is revealing. The book lacks 
the style that made the Byrnes’ book easy reading. But it is bound to get a tremendous 
press, and to make for itself a permanent place in the record. 


Avant Garde 


For lighter tastes— Margaret Hammel Shea’s TAVERN IN THE TOWN (Ives Washburn, and 
= S. J. Perelman's WESTWARD HA! (Simon 6 Schuster); and for a more serious, intellectual 
audience- the second volume of Andre Gide's JOURNALS. (Knopf). See reports. below. 
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PROBLEMATICAL BOOKS 


April 8 


Tate, Marguerite Gaylord Harcourt, Brace 
TWELVE WALKED AWAY $2.50 


The story, in human rather than heroic terms, of the C-53 which came down in a 
pocket of a glacier in the French Alps, of the providential rescue of the twelve aboard 
it. Piloted by her son, Mrs. Tate- who had never liked to fly- found her worst fears 
justified but did not admit to them. This is the day by day record of their survival, 
with little food, no water, no blankets, no morphine for those injured; the watch for 
planes that missed their signals; her discovery, which she concealed, that the crevasse 
was opening on the tail of the plane; and finally hope, as they are spotted by a plane, 
as supplies are dropped by many subsequently, and as a rescue partyof 100 brings them 
down off the glacier... A story with considerable curiosity and dramatic values, this is 
handled with simplicity, sincerity. 


Wright, Gordon ' Reynal & Hitchcock 
THE RESHAPING OF FRENCH DEMOCRACY $3.50 


Report repeated from the December 15, 1947 bulletin- as follows: "With France a 
proving ground of Communist strength in western Europe, this book is of immediate impor- 
tance. Its permanent value lies in the perceptive, comprehensive, objective analysis of 
the making of the constitution under which the 4th Republic is functioning. A brief 
summary of the checkered career of the 3rd Republic; of the hiatus of the Vichy regime; 
of the contribution made by the underground and Free French overseas, of the dominance 
of De Gaulle ,- this backgrounds the blow by blow study of the constituent assemblies in 
session. Particularly important is the thoughtful weighing of Communist tactics- now 
cooperation, now compromise, now blocking- their aim to work through legal methods as 
long as possible. Personalities emerge. The forming of the two new party movements is 
given emphasis ,- the MRP (Mouvement Republicain Populaire) and the more recent RPF 
Rassemblement du Peuple Francais’ which produced a landslide for De Gaulle in October. 
International affairs and internal reforms are touched upon, as they influenced the 
swing of popular sentiment. The changing values and their significance are given due 
consideration. The slender achievements of three years and the Monnet plan are balanced 
against the changes achieved by the new constitution. Not easy reading- but worthwhile. 
Some knowledge of French history is a prerequisite." 


April le 


Schriftgiesser, Karl Little, Brown 
THIS WAS NORMALCY $3.00 


The word coined by Harding is used by Karl Schriftgiesser to define- somewhat 
cynically - the years bracketed by the Republican emergence after Wilson. From the 
“gmoke-filled room" where Harding was chosen as a safe candidate to the rebellion against 
what the Republican administrations had come to stand for, in 1932, here is the picture, 
drawn in colorful, dramatic terms. Here also- for the record, is the venal crooked adminis- 
tration of Harding, who didn't know what it was all about; here the administration wrapped 
in the silence for which Coolidge was famous; here the fumbling of ineptness, the wrong 
guesses of Hoover. Paralleling- in political terms- the panorama of Frederick Allen's 
Unly Yesterday, this presents almost blow by blow the personalities not only of candidates, 
and elected representatives, to the highest offices in the land, but the members of the 
Cabinets, the leaders of Congress, the Supreme Court. There is the record of legislation, 
the processes by which the country settled into lethargy and isolationism, the relations 
of government to labor, industry, finance. It is an indictment, in quotable, rather than 
notable, phrases that occasionally become fighting words. It is vital, lively, pungent 
reading, and given a chance to serve in a good fight, this book might be an excellent piece 
of documentation for the opposition to a return to "normalcy". 
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April 12 





Tyler, Parker Vanguard 
CHAPLIN: Last of the Clowns $3.00 

In the author's fairly plush and lush interpretation of cinema history, (Holly- 
wood Hallucination- 1944) his concentration is here on Charlie- the Tramp-, Chaplin, the 
developing creator and/or artist. In psychological correlation and investigation, this 
moving picture figure is traced from childhood to artistic triumphs, from the origins of 
his physical and projected idiosyncracies in individual pictures and characters to the 
progressive embodiment of his maturing years and works. This follows the cycle of the 
depth of his artistry, the decline of his imagery culminating in the latest production, 
Yonsieur.Yerdoux, herein described as the nadir (or rebiiii*: of Charlie, the Child, 
the Clown- the artist. With the likeness and contrast to the traditional clowns, with 
the contradictions visible in the conscious artist, with the erotic neuroses, and scan- 
dals of his affairs and marriages, this uses the symbolic approach to explain the genius, 
full or incomplete, of what is now a cinematic tradition. For the intelligentsia who go 


for the involuted approach to interpretation. 
April 13 


Brobeck, Florence & Little, Brown 
Kjellberg, Monika SCANDINAVIAN COOKERY FOR AMERICANS $3.00 


Northland cooking that will give individual touches to familiar materials and 
foods, for the seasonings, sauces and methods of cooking differ from the standard usage 
here. From beverages to desserts, and special place and personality dishes, this covers 
in national sections the recipes for Denish, Finnish, Swedish, Norwegian meals around 
the clock. The introduction which describes the variety of Scandinavian foods and meals, 
is a gustatory travelogue, and the recipes, adapted to American stoves and customs are 
hunger-making and inspire one to try them. Workable and worthwhile extra volume in the 


cookbook department. 


rprika+ 5-13 
Cohn, David L. Houghton, Mifflin 
WHERE I WAS BORN AND RAISED $4.00 


A warm, anecdotal, essayeanalysis of the Mississippi Delta region and its peo- 
ple, especially the Negro, this includes, as its first section, God Sikes Creation, 
published in 1935. The second section, a revisiting in 1947, is a more analytical study, 
based on talks with all classes and races of Southerners of the Delta. In his retelling 
of their tales he illustrates the slight rise in the social, cultural, economic (even 
political) standards for the Negro. He considers Negro immigration north, its effect 
on them, and those in the South; he examines the attitudes of northern and southern 
whites towards the Negro; he goes into the questions of sex, religion, inter-mixing of 
the races, and all the traditional southern topics. The combination, and contrast, make 
for interesting, personal reporting. 


April 16 


Mellquist, Jerome & Creative Age 
Wiese, Lucie- fds. PAUL ROSENFELD $3.50 


A competent and comprehensive symposium written by 50 different people in an 
attempt to show what Rosenfeld did, how he did it, and evaluate his contribution to Amer- 
ican arts and letters. As a critic, he appreciated rather than criticized, and served 
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to form a bridge between the artist and the reader, always struggling for the recognition 
of talent. The material here has been thoughtfully arranged in six sections; the con- 
tributors include important names in music, art, literature, and criticism. And the whole 
achieves a portrait of the man, the artist, the critic, the friend,- his wisdom, imagina- 
tion, sensibility, empathy, discernment, style, sociological compulsion, fight against 
complacency, prompting of fiction, constant shaping, etc. At the close there is a testi- 
mony of his contributions and homage to his memory by many of those whom he helped, work- 
ed with, discovered, or befriended. The editors contribute biographical background, and 
& later section contains correspondence from Sherwood Anderson to Rosenfeld. Of intel- 
lectual importance, this will have a defined market- if an esoteric one, 


April 22 


Webster, H.T. & Doubleday 
Calhoun, Philo WHO DEALT THIS MESS? $8s00~-$2 .50 


For the bridge player in the “middle states”, this in text, that has its exag- 
geratec, humorous qualities, and pictures by that masterly delineator of the American 
male, combines to underscore all the foibles and fancies of the Bridge Player- from the 
feelings about those who do not play, to prenatal care of embryonic bridge players, to 
the addicts that use every excuse for a game. Bridge on holidays, fishing, riding, 
trains, kibitzers, duplicate bridge, husband and wife bridge, playing for stakes, sys- 
tems and conventions- this is the book for your hostess at bridge, for that small house 
present, etc. Excellent plus sale and bridge players will love it. 


april st s las 


Hume, Harold H. Macmillan 
AZALBAS $3.75 


Reported originally last July, and postponed twice since then, as follows: 
"The material is handled in a somewhat different way from, for example, the book on 
begonias ( Begonias for American Homes and Gardens-Krauss- also Macmillan) in that the 
listings are included in the text, as an integral part, and the space is devoted primar- 
ily to the facts the gardener interested in azaleas needs to know rather than the horti- 
culturist or the botanist. The greatly increased interest in azaleas makes this a timely 
contribution to the gardening book shelf. Not only are species discussed, but there are 
sections on propagation, on soils and preparation, on planting, culture, care, feeding 
and pruning; on azaleas as house plants; on disease and pests. Illustrated with color 
plates and half tones." 


May 6 


Shea, Margaret Hammel , Ives Washburn 
TAVERN IN THE TOWN $2.50 


An amusing, enthusiastic recalling of a summer season of running a tea room- 
restaurant on the Maine coast. Two thirty-ish women and a brother decide to save the 
country from the commercialism of a gas station and buy a broken down shack. By dint 
of backbreaking work, luck, patience, bribery and intimidation, the three get the tavern 
tastefully furnished and well enough equipped to pass inspectors. This is full of warm, 
_ gay anecdotes of burned meals, spilt trays, eccentric guests, original menus, struggles 

with butchers, fishermen, etc. A light book, full of gaiety (which sometimes seems 
forced), this emphasizes the satisfaction of hard work, Like the previous book, The Gals 
They Left Behind (1944), this will be illustrated by Rebecca Files, and have the same 
type of advertising and promotion by the publisher. 
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May 15 
Smith, DeCost Caxton 
MARTYRS OF THE OBLONG AND LITTLE NINE , $4.00 


An historical study of the Mohican Indians of Duchess County- from the early 
18th century to the beginning of the 19th- and their convertors, the Moravian Brethren. 
These courageous, wandering preachers and their Mohican converts were persecuted, ex- 
pulsed, particularly during the revolutionary war. They suffered from pressure on all 
sides, attempted to remain neutral, were the victims of attack and massacre, but always 
rebuilt what was destroyed and started off again in comparative peace after the war, 
their numbers and resources greatly diminished. Thoroughgoing, but sharply specialized. 
(Illus. by the author.) 


May-27 5/24 


“ 
Gide, Andre Knopf 
THE JOURNALS OF ANDRE GIDE, Vol. II $6.00 


The second portion of the important translation of Justice O'Brien of Gide's 
amazing notebooks, with the third volume still to appear, this covers the years from 
1914-1929. The volume opens with Gide's notes on his, to him, disappointing Turkish 
journey. But he is soon plunged in medias res of World War I and his notes until 1916 
record his extremely fine work in the war. Then Gide returns to his country home and 
his literary work- the period in which he wrote 7he Counterfeiters, rose to fame- and 
scandal. His notes are enlightening in regard to his wife, his relations with young 
men, his association with fellow artists (Proust, Valery, etc.). Notable also are his 
portraits of political figures such as Blum, his literary criticism, religious question- 
ings, and jottings for his novels on which he relied in arid periods. Twisted, perverse, 
complex as he is, these journals reveal an unforgettable picture of a man of burning 
energy and great intellectual gifts, the man who for thirty years exercised an incalcu- 
able influence on Europe's literature. But it is not insignificant that Gide himself 
confesses that nothing in life seems real to him, that he is always the amused onlooker. 
So- to the not inconsiderable number of Gide cultists this book will be ao bible. And 
to all persons interested in the history of phenomena of 20th seas literature, it 
is an amazing revelation. Caviar, however, to the general. 


May 18 


De Forest, John William Yale 
A UNION OFFICER IN THE RECONSTRUCTION $3.75 


By the soldier, writer, novelist (Miss Ravenel’s Conversion) whose personal 
record of the Civil War was published in 1946- A Volunteer’s Adventures- this is again 
authentically experienced and observed material of the south “under the impact of eman- 
cipation, defeat in war, military rule, and social and economic disorganization. De 
Forest, an official of the Freedmen's Bureau in Greenville, South Carolina, was a minor 
administrator during the reconstruction. This is firstly an account of his Bureau, its 
policies and procedures, duties and pleasures; the outrages with which they dealt, the 
rations they distributed, etc. Secondly, it is an analysis of Southern society; of the 
Negro; the lowdown people (poor whites); the “semi-chivalrous Southrons" or loyalists; 
and lastly the dying society of “chivalrous Southrons” or “high-toned population".... 
Of historical and documentary value chiefly. 

















® 
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May 20 
Moon, Henry Lee rn : 
BALANCE OF POWER: The Negro Vote $2775 23> 


A presentation of the Negro's position in politics, both past and present, at 
@ time when the Negro is beginning to exert increasing political influence, particularly 
in the South where for two generations his suffrage rights have been nullified. Roose- 
velt, whose New Deal included the first basic equalitarian policy; the unjustified charge 
of venality- that the Negro vote is more purchasable than the white; the historical re- 
Sistance to Negro suffrage to its blackout with the poll tax; political promises, fail- 
ures, and the protests which have occurred; the Communist attempt to gain Negro support; 
the Negro as a politician, and the strength of his ballot; how he will vote in 1948, and 
wuat he wants- the elimination of Jim Crow. Of particular immediacy this year, and of 
interest along political rather than sociological lines, but otherwise limited. 


Claflin, Bert Knopf ov 
MUSKIE FISHING «/)4 a3-50- 4 


Thirty years of fishing, specializing in muskies, give this book an authentic- 
ity, value and appeal for those whose hobby is freshwater game fishing. This account of 
the king of the fighters, the muskellunge (of the pike family), his speed, savage strike, 
his ways of fighting, and his terrific stamina, includes useful information for the novice 
as well as the experienced angler. Where and when the muskie is found in United States 
and Canada, angling techniques, tackle, bait, boat and rod, laws governing the seasons 
and bags, all of this will be worthwhile for the sportsman, and the stories of the auth- 
or's personal experiences with the muskies he has fished for and caught, the battles he 
has had and the stories of the individual catches will hold any angler's interest. You 
know your market. 


Hesseltine, William B. Knopf 
LINCOLN AND THE WAR GOVERNORS 5/24 $6,500 4.50 


A politico-historical study with considerable, deliberate detail and documenta- 
tion, this traces the transformation of a federal union into a new nation in the conflict 
between Lincoln and the war governors, a conflict which was resolved at the expense of 
states’ rights. Surveying the political stand of the various regions, this goes on to 
the Convention in Chicago where Lincoln won over Seward, the election of 1860 which 
hinged largely on state campaigns. The war- and the attitudes and activities of the 
governors in raising troops, the dissension between parties and within the party, the 
election of 1862 which proved that the governors had lost the power to control their 
states, the national attempts at conscription in 1863, and finally the election of 1864 
which proved decisively that Lincoln had won out over the governors who were now depend- 
ent on him as head of the Party... Limited largely for study and reference, in college 
and public libraries. 


o/s 
Mey-21 
Perelman, S.J. 3 Simon & Schuster 3 
| WESTWARD HA! $300 2°! 
ba High in humor, and in high hysteria, Perelman indulges his Mitty-like character 


in a round the world in "80 cliches",supercharged by his traveling companion, Al Hirsch- 
feld, whose illustrations will enliven an already lively poisonous baedeker a la Perel- 
man. No record of a tour has ewer described such flea bags, slanty eyed cutthroats, un- 
refined lack of enthusiasm for such a trip, no traveler has exhibited such maddened re- 
sponse to foreign sights. Whether he is berating accommodations, Hirschfeld, fellow 
travelers, food, transportation or local habits. Perelman gives a jumbo sized portion 
of his own frenzied munbe, lets the buffoon quiet down a few times to make a serious 
statement of appreciation, and in general stays off the record for an irascible, ir- 
revelant passage in purgatory. 
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May 24 








Hamlin, Helen Norton 
PINE, POTATOES AND PEOPLE $3.00 








Here is a book for those who like Maine, high timber, tall tales and potatoes. 
Miss Hamlin loves her native Aroostook, knows intimately the very distinct and different 
section, and goes far toward making the reader believe, as she does, that there could be 
no finer place in which to live. Aroostook has an interesting history and the author has 
fine tales to tell of the old Indian days, of the Acadians who settled the St. John Valley, 
of the days of the great Lumber Barons, and the beginning of the potato industry and how 

it operates today. This is a regional book of a high order and while it does not have 
quite the personal appeal or human interest touch of Wine ¥1le Bridge (which sold well), 
this might easily be the best picture of the great section of Maine we have. 































Bristol, Claude M, Prentice-Hall 
THE MAGIC OF BELIEVING $2.95 

A pseudo-scientific study, strictly for the layman, on the potential powers of 
belief- based on the principle, constantly reiterated, that all one has to do is believe 
that something will happen- and it will- with little or no effort on the part of the 
believer. Illustrating this with numerous examples- many of them about famous people, 
it is still more than likely that most of these people did more than just believe that 
their plans would be carried out. Various techniques are suggested- but on the whole 
this is fairly close to hocus-pocus. Mind over matter, at neither a religious nor an 
intellectual level, if still not quite a parlor game. 


ee | May 285 7/26 


Kuzminskaye, Tatyana A. Macmillan 
TOLSTOY AS IeKNEW HIM $5.00 


A familiar, intimate and detailed account of the family life of Leo Tolstoy 
during the decade of 1860 to 1870, by Tatyana Kuzminskaya whose sister, Sonya, was Tol- 
stoy's wife. This book begins with detailec genealogical background of her family; of 
her childhood; the gaiety of high society in Russia in the "60's; of Tolstoy's courtship 
of his much younger wife; their early life on his country estate and his close friend- 
ship with Tatyana, apparently a gay and brilliant girl. Many letters from Tolstoy are 
introduced in the text, which also amplifies on the sources of characterization in many 
of his books. Authentic, gossipy, but charming in spite of its length, this book is a 
society memoir, devoid of critical comment. It is also the first volume to appear in 
the so-called "Russian Translation Project" sponsored by the American Council of Learned 
Societies, a project which proposes to translate and publish on various aspects of Russ- 
ian life a series of books which are accepted and "standard" in the U.S.S.R. 


Mey-26 6/23 


Rose, Arnold Harper 
THE NEGRO IN AMBRICAR-DBM@CRAGY $ase tre? 
| 3, 7ST 
A condensed version of the most authoritative study of the Negro, Gunnar Myrdal's 
American Dilemma, this preserves the point of view and body of the facts of the original, 
omitting detail and some of the statistical, supporting evidence. Consequently, this 
a abridgement of more than 1000 pages and 500 pages of appendices and footnotes to some 300 
pages makes this study more available to a general audience. The coverage includes an 
analysis of the "Negro problem"; racial beliefs (the "Negro race" is a social not a bio- 
logical concept); population and migration; economic history and job discrimination; 
housing, education; politics; Negro organizations and protest institutions; etce,6t>., 
with a concluding chapter, the author's, on the Negro in the postwar world. 
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McClintock, Marshall- Fd. Doubleday 
THE NOBEL PRIZE TREASURY S30 fA 


A collection that includes selections from all Nobel Prize winners to date, with 
excerpts chosen for qualities representing the authors’ work, for completeness in itself 
rather than an extract depending on the whole work, for the type of writing for which the 
authors were best known. From the 1947 award to the first, in 1901, this is a valuable 
anthology in making available prize-winning literary works (or their equivalents) even in 
part, which have been displaced or forgotten, out of print or hard to find; in displaying 
the qualities for which the authors were famous, and in giving an overall feeling of the No- 
bel award choices. Interesting because of its scope, useful for reference and study, 
naturally controversial because of inclusions and/or omissions (though the editor's in- 
troduction makes clear the reasons behind these) this 7reasury combines poetry, plays, 
fiction, non-fiction, (but nothing of the 1925 prize to Shaw) and is a good investment. 


Yeomans, Henry A. Harvard Univ. Press 
ABBOTT LAWRENCE LOWELL, 1856-1943 $6.00 


A closely examined biography of an educator, Lawrence-lowell descended, whose 
long lines of distinguished New England-Boston, industry plus philanthropy background con- 
tributed to his outstanding success in collegiate reforms. It is too.a partial history of 
the 2Oth century, of Harvard University and his contributions in modifying the elective 
system of the undergraduate college, of instituting general examinations in a BA major, 
of sponsoring the tutorial system for upper classmen, of inaugurating the house plan for 
a greater collegiate unity, of his stands- and standards- for academic freedom, in guiding 
the physical growth of Harvard, in championing the League of Nations. This many dimensioned, | 
understanding portrait poses a democratic aristocrat against the period of educational 
changes and reforms, and is of particular pedagogical, Boston and Harvard interest. 


May 28 

24 
Marsh, Irving T. & Dutton 
Ehre, Edward-Eds. BEST SPORTS STORIES: 1947 Edition , $3.00 


A splendid selection of sports stories many of which will read well next year or 
the years after. Frank Adams, Quentin Reynolds and John Chamberlain again choose the prize 
stories, and they are somewhat more in agreement on their inclusions this year- but sports 
lovers will have their own preferences. The newspaper stories, all written at the time of 
play, read as well as the magazine tales. There may be too much about baseball for scme - 
but never enough for the fans. The football stories are good but not as good as the base- 
ball; some excellent fight stories, one good one on golf, a wonderful one on skiing, etc. 
Better than last year - illustrated by best sports pictures. 

Ze 


May _2?7 


Music Department of Harvard Univ. Press 
Harvard University MUSIC AND CRITICISM , $3.00 


A slim volume, comprising the papers read on music criticism by prominent men 
in the field at the three day Symposium of Music Criticism held by the Music Department of 
Harvard University last summer. The purpose of the Symposium was to attempt to define a 
theory of musical criticism. Contributors were E. M. Forster as a critic, Roger Sessions 
on the scope and intent of music criticism, Edgar Wind on the critical content of music, 
Olga Samaroff on her career as a performer and critic, Virgil Thomson on the art of judging 
music, Otto Kinkeldey on the influence on music of the recorded performance, Paul Henry 
Lang on the requisites of the newspaper music critic, and Huntington Cairns on the 
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prospects of musical patronage in America. A scholarly, significant book in the realm 
of music criticism. | 
On the Verge of Publication 
White, W. L. Harcourt, Brace 


LOST BOUNDARIES $1.75 


From the Readers’ Digest, moderately expanded into book form, this presents 
with sympathetic simplicity, the fairly charged situation of the Negro who can ignore 
the boundaries of racial stigma and segregation, and pass. Dr. Johnston- who did not 
deny (nor discuss) his racial status, built up a practice as a country doctor in New 
Hampshire, made for himself- and his wife and three children- a life of assimilation. 
With his rejection by the Navy, the Johnstons admitted their colored blood to their 
children, affecting largely Albert, the eldest, who only after confronting initial 
suspicion from his own race, decided to stand as a Negro in a white world. A provoc- 
ative problem, which stresses the professional, rather than social, motivation of 


this family's attempt to pass. (3/23) 


McWilliams, Carey ‘ Little, Brown 
A MASK FOR PRIVILEGE $2.75 


This is an important contribution to the study of anti-Semitism in America- a 
reasoned, objective and constructive approach by a man whose experience in the field of 
minority problems has given him the understanding necessary to the task. He views anti- — 
Semitism as “one of the greatest barriers to self-knowledge and social understanding of 
our times because it masks a reality- the reality of social, economic and political in- 
justice". He shows, step by step, how the disease of anti-Semitism has spread, until it 
has infected the fields of education, livelihood, social contacts. From 1877 on, the 
growth has been insidious- and fed largely on myths, which he conclusively analyzes and 
destroys. This is a fully documented, thoughtful and challenging book. It should be 
wead by more than the students of the subject. .Unfortunately he has handled the subject 
on the intellectual level, carefully avoiding the emotional, the human, the dramatic, 
which might have made the book more readable for the average man. As it stands, its 
market will probably be limited. (Publ.) 


Osborn, Fairfield Little, Brown 
OUR PLUNDERED PLANET $2.50 


A grim but absorbing book about a threat greater than the atom bomb- the waste 
of the world's natural resources. With a minimum of statistics, the author hammers home 
the devastating fact that most of the world's agricultural bank balance is running down 
at an increasing rate, and that science hasn't been able to reverse the direction. What 
will do the trick is long-range government planning and control, a remedy unpalatable to 
rugged individualism, but working out successfully in Russia. The author, president of 
the New York Zoological Society, has done a solid and scientific job that should make 
many sit up and take notice. (3/25) 


Laughlin, Clarence John Scribner 
GHOSTS ALONG THE MISSISSIPPI $10.00 


A very special, especially regional item - and a very lovely book with the 
hundred expressive photographs by the author, this is a study of plantation culture, of 
Louisiana tradition and architectural contribution. Both the text and the pictures are 
poetic in their interpretation of the past, the houses, cemeteries, decor and detail, 
Laughlin using superimposed photographs to make his points. Unusual presentation of a 
»famous section of the country, distinguished in format. (Publ.) 
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PLEASE NOTE THESE CHANGES IN TITIZ, DATE AND PRICE 


Doubleday 
Kersh, Gerald- SONG OF THE FLEA- price from $2.75 to $3.00 
Malaquais, Jean- WORLD WITHOUT VISA- definite price is $3.75 
Shub, David- LENIN- from 4/8 to 4/22 
Thomas, H. & D.- 50 GREAT AMBRICANS- definite price is $4.00 
Walsh, B.A.- TOTAL POWER- price from $4.00 to $5.00- date from 4/22 to 5/27 
Harvard University Press 
Brinton, Crane- FROM MANY ONE- definite date 5/5 
Little, Brown 
Forester, C.S.- THE SKY AND THE FOREST- postponed indefinitely . 
Macmillan 
Askins, Charles- WING AND TRAP SHOOTING- from 4/13 to 5/25 
Bailey, T.A.- THE MAN IN THE STREET- from 4/13 to 4/20 
Cameron, D.E.- LIFE IS FOR LIVING- from 5/4 to 4/13 
Castallo & Schulz- WOMAN'S INSIDE STORY- already published 
Davies, D.R.- REINHOLD NIEBUHR- from 4/6 to 4/20 
Duggan & Drury- THE RESCUE OF SCIENCE AND LEARNING- from 5/11 to 6/22 
Duncan, David- THE BRAMBLE BUSH- from 5/11 to 6/29 
Ginsberg, Eli- THE LABOR LHADER- already published 
Hinsie, L.R.- UNDERSTANDABLE PSYCHIATRY=- from §/11 to 4/13 
Jaeger, B.- TRACKS AND TRAILCRAFT- from 5/11 to 7/27 
Johnson, P.H.- AN AVENUE OF STONE- already published 
(J) Lent, H.B.- I WORK ON A NEWSPAPER- from 3/9 to 4/13 
Lewis, Pearl- EATING FOR HEALTH- from 5/25 to 6/22 
MacIver, R.M.- THE MORE PERFECT UNION- from 4/13 to §/25 
Nichols, R.F.- THE DISRUPTION OF AMBRICAN DEMOCRACY- from 3/9 to 4/6 
Sheriff, R.C.- ANOTHER YEAR- from 3/23 to 4/20 
Swanson, William- LOG CABINS- from 4/13 to 4/20 
Valley, Astrid E.- MARCHING BONNET- from 4/20 to 4/6 
Westheimer, D.- SUMMER ON THE WATRR- from 4/20 to 5/25 
White, L.D.- THE FEDERALISTS- from 5/4 to 5/25 
Morrow 
(J) Stapp, Arthur D.- MOUNTAIN TAMBR- definite date 4/12 
Random House 
Adams, S.H.- PLUNDBR- from 3/29 to 4/12 
Conrad, Barnaby- INNOCENT VILLA- from 3/22 to 6/1 
Dodge, David- HOW LOST WAS MY WEEKEND- from 4/23. to 4/30. $2.75 to $3.00 
(J) Donahey, M.D.- THE CASTLE OF GRUMPY GROUCH- from 4/? to 5/3 
Millar, Margaret- IT’S ALL IN THB FAMILY- from 3/5 to 5/24 
Vestal, Stanley- WARPATH AND COUNCIL FIRE- from 4/5 to 6/14 
Simon & Schuster 
Bellamann, Henry- PARRIS MITCHELL OF KINGS ROW- definite date 4/19 
Ellin, Stanley- DREADFUL SUMMIT- from 3/25 to 4/22 
Lovejoy, C.- LOVEJOY'S COMPLETE GUIDE TO AMBRICAN COLLEGES & UNIVERSITIES- 
definite date 4/30 
Modell, Merriam- MY SISTER, MY BRIDE- from 4/? to 5/24 
Seager, Allen- THE INHERITANCE- definite date 4/15 
Van Vogt, A.- THE WORLD OF A- from 3/5 to 4/5 
Veinus, A.- VICTOR BOOK OF CONCERTOS- from 4/? to 5/10 
Wellner, Jessica- A TIME FOR LAUGHTER- definite date 4/23 
William Sloane 
Prebble, John- THE EDGE OF THE NIGHT- definite date 4/8 
Sykes, Christopher- 4 STUDIES IN LOYALTY- from 3/22 to 3/29- $3.50 to $3.00 
Viking 
Laski, H.J.- THE AMBRICAN DEMOCRACY- definite date 5/24 
Whittlesey House 
Miller, Dr. B.- YOU AND YOUR DOCTOR- price from $2.50 to $2.75 
Ulanov, Barry- THE INCREDIBLE CROSBY- from 4/28 to 5/? 
Winston 
(J) Robertson, K.- TICKTOK AND JIM- price from $2.00 to $2.50 
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PICiURE STORY BOOKS 











Logan , Dwight Scribner 
written & 1ll’d by PETE THE GREAT $1.75 





























An original and rather ambitious text for a book whose format is indisputably 
picture-story book. Pete is the rabbit the magician draws out of the hat, and he de- 
termines to learn all the tricks and go back to the farm and show what he can do. But 
he finds that he can, after all, not do as well as nature herself, in the form of the 
chickens that lay eggs where none were before, the cow that fills an empty pail with 
milk, or the rabbit mother that produces six brand new rabbits. An amusing idea which 
doesn't quite come off, except for children familiar with sleight-of-hand magicians and 
their tricks (which puts the book in a somewhat higher age group). Bright end papers 
in red and white polka dots, showy illustrations in cartoon-cum-poster technique, three 
color and black throughout. Unnumbered pages- board cover- green jacket. (Publ.) 


BOOKS. TO READ ALOUD (5-8) 


Harpor Capitol Publ. Co. 
J THE MAGIC CRICKET BOOK $1.00 


Toy book, with e crickety gimmick which makes a snapping sound (a fairly sturdy 
one at that, but keep it covered if you want to save your stock!?). Happy combination of 
novelty merchandise with sound story fancy. Susan and Johnny learn at the magic castle 
that the cricket will give them their wishes and they adventure gaily through a succes- 
sion of favorite occupations, normal ones for normal children (nurse and doctor, circus 
equestrienne and ringmaster, fireman and assistant, candy store owner, farmer, pilot, 
engineer, conductor - and a wind-up back home in bed). Castle format, heavy cardboard 
throughout, spiral plastic binding, jolly pictures by Erika. (Publ.) 


Harpor Capitol Publ. Co. 
POWDER PUFF BUNNY BOOK $1.00 


Companion volume to the above, but for our taste this is without distinction, 
taste or story value. The gimmick factor this time is only a piece of yellow cloth to 
indicate the rabbit's tail, and ears that move. The oversized rabbit bounces ceaseless- 
ly through the pages as he goes to school, runs along the streets, visits a department 
store. Flashy merchandise- lots of color and movement, with no objective. Illustrated 
by J. Flory. (Publ.) : 


Cutler, Lin Knopf 
PEG-A-1EG: The Cobbler of Dunsoon $1.75 


Folk tale (with a moral) of a cobbler who had every virtue a cobbler should 
e have except that he was greedy. And this put a spell on him when he had his chance to 
make shoes for the king (and decided that he could jump the price). The story rollicks 
along, as shoe after shoe comes out for the left foot, and Peg-a-Leg seems destined to 

die on the gallows until his wife puts an idea into his head- and all is saved. Good fun, 

with gay black and red and gold pictures by Henry Stahlhut. Paper on board binding.(4/12 ) 
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Evans, Katherine David McKay 
FLOWERS FOR MOTHER $1.50 


An innocuous story with small claim to originality, as Davie and Rosie are 
faced with mother's birthday and an empty piggy bank. As the title suggests, nature 
supplies the answer. After a long walk they fill a basket with flowers and trudge home, 
but an accident almost wrecks their plans. Uncle Ben in a rowboat saves the day, and at 
the end everyone enjoys ice cream and cake (but Daddy, who seems to be the forgotten man 
in most juveniles). Corny but sorta-cute pictures in red on black. Board binding with 
cloth backbone, brilliant jacket. Counter appeal. ( Publ.) 


Heaton, High Oxford 
MADAM HEN AND LITTLE HORACE $1.00 


Very English in text and format- stocking book size- and a story on the old, 
old theme of the mother hen who hatched a duckling, and of the wayward offspring who took 
to water. But Horace, in this story, wins his mother's grace when he saved the crated 
chicks from a watery grave. Unfortunately, the story seems strained told in verse, and 
the vocabulary is beyond the age level indicated. The Sellen barnyard drawings are rem- 
iniscent of Beatrix Potter, as is the small format. Baby blue board binding. (Publ.) 


Politi, Leo Scribner 
told & pictured by JUANITA $2.00 
° Picture book format with lovely soft flat color full page pictures, with char- 


acteristic Mexican flavor. Olvera Street, in old Los Angeles is the setting for a tender 
little Easter story of Mexican children. A birthday party and the pre-Easter blessing of 
the animals by the Padre of the Mission church are delightfully described with enough of 
incident to appeal to small listeners. The animals and children parade and there is 
music with words in Spanish which more or less limit this to the read-aloud classifica- 
tion. Sturdy binding, full color jacket. Good merchandise as well as sound regional 
interest for libraries. (Publ.) 


Kunhardt, Dorothy Simon & Schuster 
TINY ANIMAL STORIES $1.00 
° WARNING- this pushes, so don't try to open it by raising a flap. And keep it 


away from customers of all ages, or your merchandise will be wrecked by prying fingers. 
Once opened, and the twelve miniature books withdrawn, the box is a cunning three-sided 
room. And the stories themselves are darling, with beguiling Garth Williams’ pictures. 
Parents wont be too happy about this item, for the tiny books are hard to hold, and wont 
stand much handling, but the type face is astonishingly clear and the color work is good. 
Little listeners will want a complete round of the twelve at a sitting. Gift item which 
should have been available in ample time for Easter. But the content is not limited to 
any season. Useless for libraries- except as a display. (Publ.) 


FICTION FOR EIGHT TO ELEVEW 


Curtis, Alice Turner Knopf 
A LITTLE MAID OF VERMONT $2.00 


One of the most popular of the little Maid series reissued in a new edition. 
This is a story based on actual happenings in American colonial history. Anne Sherwood, 
@ Vermont girl of 1777, who with her neighbors and brothers opposed the English and 
their Indian spies, is as famous- in her way- as the renowned Green Mountain boys. She 
played an exciting and dangerous part in the Battle of Bennington. New jacket and color 
illustrations by Sandra James. Cloth binding. (4/26) 
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Morr ow 


Johnson, Margaret S. 
GAY, A Shetland Sheep Dog $2.00 

New addition to a popular series, seventeen in all, each devoted to a differ- 
ent breed of dog. Gay was frightened as a puppy and unable to do the normal chores of 
his kind. But loving care plus some adventures of his own, brought him ultimately into 
the ranks of super-sheep dogs, where as dog hero he belongs. Satisfying story, satisfy- 
ing pictures (though I always wish that Margaret Johnson would confine her drawings to 
animals- her humans are disappointing lay figures). A sure favorite with dog-loving 
children. The setting is a sheep ranch of western Colorado. (4/28) 


TWELVE TO FIFTEEN- Fiction 


Bowen, Robert Sidney Lothrop, Lee & Shepard 
THE WINNING PITCH $2.00 


For baseball fans, Tunis style watered down. Jeff Royce, arrogant Boston 
millionaire brat who plans to cruise his way through life on papa's millions, faces the 
day when the millions disappear and a punk who can pitch is sort of on his own. A sea- 
son on the lumber tract that had supplied his family with a fortune in the past does 
more for him than baseball. He routs the greasy villains, recoups the family fortunes, 
gets his girl, acquires the respect of the loyal family retainers, saves a man’s life, 
puts out a forest fire and pitches that winning pitch - all in 206 pages. (Publ.) 


Ames, Merlin McKay 
THE FORK IN THE TRAIL $2.50 


Lumbering and stump farm country of Wisconsin holds excitement and promise 
in store for Sandy Baxter of Kansas. With his pal he explores the countryside, investi- 
gating various propositions which would make High School possible. They pick blueberries, 
cut ash poles, trap, help with sugaring; they pick up clues and odd bits of information 
that had bearing on the mystery of the disappearance of the Baxter and Atwater logs. 
And, with the aid of a teacher and friend, they achieve some important goals. The author 
has handled new terrain, new problems of expanding America, and written a lot of story 
with novel characterizations. Good pictures by Henry Pitz, and excellent format, though 
the wide margins and extra leading make for bulking a book into a bigger book than the 
text warrants - a factor that will suggest a younger audience to some wary early teen 
agers who would like the story immensely. Cloth. (Publ.) 


Williams, Jay Oxford 
THE ROMAN MOON MYSTERY $2.50 
° A murder story set in Rome of Nero's time rates first as good story telling, 


second as an exciting, fresh approach to ancient history. A vigorous, almost colloquial 
picture of violent and fretful times,- the issues, the sports, the fashions, the govern- 
ment, the people, the city itself, the early Nazarenes, not yet an organized religion - 
all this serves as authentic background to the mystery of the murder of a Senator, in 
front of a despised Christian's house. The young soldier who found the body was con- 
vinced that the murderer was a member of this new sect, until in meeting Marcia, his 
conviction was shaken. But already he had become involved in a scandal which opened his 
eyes to the rotten heart of Nero's Rome, and the solution of the murder forced him to 
flee with Marcia. Good story-telling - and an excellent suggestion for supplementary 
reading in ancient history. (Publ.) 
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Harcourt, Brace 


Soong, Maying 
THE ART OF CHINESE PAPER FOLDING $2.50. 





6 be A good sick-a- bed book - for convalescents, for invalids; a rainy-day book; 
a book that mothers might find useful when invention wear thin. As the title indicates, 
the objects in the book can all be made with a sheet of paper folded according to dia- 
grams and instructions. The arrangements are graduated in difficulty, progressing from 
the simplest which a child who couldn't read might be able to follow (at seven or eight), 
on to more complicated objects which might require adult participation. Party favors 
made by paper folding give an added sales slant for the book. But the market- at best- 
is defined and not very extensive. The author is a member of the distinguished Soong 
family, and- like other Chinese children- was brought up to know this ancient Chinese 
art. 132 pages- careful diagrams on every page. Cloth. (Publ.) 

























Zarchy, Harry Knopf 
LET*’S MAKE A LOT OF THINGS $2.50 


Here's a competent and attractive little craft book which should help young- 
sters in the early teens enjoy making things out of clay, metal and leather. But the 
publishers apparently aren't satisfied with this substantial market, and make claims 
which to say the least, are of dubious value- “If you oan read, you can be a crafts- 
man"...o"lthis book is addressed to youngsters from six to sixty”... Our reader's com- 
ment is to the point,- “My six year old will have to tuck many years under her belt be- 
fore I allow her to use sulphuric acid or nitric acid or an alcohol blowtorch. Nor do 
I regard her as quite ready for the essay on the manufacture of alloy steel in Chapter I. 
However, barring the aforesaid claims, this book serves a real purpose for camp, school 
and home use, at the age levels we indicate”....The first third of the text explains 
basic principles, scientifically as well as practically speaking. Next comes an ex-~ 
, cellent section on tools and equipment for metal work, generously illustrated, with sub- 
sequent diagrams and text on processes and how to make specific articles with sheet 
metal, wrought iron, and so on. Less space is devoted to clay modelling and leather, 
but enough to stimulate interest and experiment. Indexed. A fine piece of book-making 
on all scores. (4/12) 





‘FICTION FOR YOUNG ADULTS 


From previous section (P. 170) Merlin Ames’ THE FORK IN THE. TRAIL (Mc Kay) 
and Jay Williams’ THE ROMAN MOON MYSTERY (Oxford) are both good for this age level 
though the format would indicate younger readers primarily. 









Doubleday 


Bassett, Sara Ware 
WITHIN THE HARBOR A007 $2.50 











With a familiar, homespun touch, this returns to her Cape Cod background where 
@ retired college professor comes to board with the Eldridges, finds himself drafted as 
librarian, when pretty Libbie Lane breaks her leg. There’s romance, too, as Libby is 
courted by one of the Bldridge sons; there's mystery surrounding her father, who is in 
jail until the establishment of his innocence brings fulfillment of romantic happiness 
for all concerned (including the new librarian). (See adult section-P. 153) (5/27) 












Doubleday 
SPRING FEVER $2.50 





Wodehouse, P.G. 








Entertainment- and not top-ranking Wodehouse, but fun, nonetheless. Typical 
’ ‘sparkle in the story of the complications arising from Lord Shortlands* possession of 
@ valued stamp and an invaluable daughter. When American Standwood, with ex-cracksman 
valet, comes to visit Beevor Castle, he is pining for the American moving picture star 
his father has refused to allow him to marry. Then Mike Cardinal, agent for American 
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films,arrivés to woo Teresa and her father. And when they both commit themselves to 
regain Lord Shortlands’ stamp, vernal equinox results. Shorty and his butler miss out 
on the chance to marry the cook, but Standwood gets his girl, and Mike gets not only 
Teresa but her father for Hollywood... Wodehouse probably needs introduction to youth 
today, so check on some of his previous books for this market. (See P. 151) (5/20) 


Auslander, Joseph & Longmans, Green 
Wurdemann, Audrey MY UNCLE JAN $2.75 


A hearty, really very funny family record, of Uncle Jan primarily, but of the 
immigrant settlement of New Bohemia, Wisconsin, as well. There's something of the flavor 
of Mama's Bank Account in Jan's escapades, his misadventures, the results on his fellow 
Czechoslovaks, his relatives and their involvement in his adventures,- all accented by 
mouthwatering details of national cooking, inherited customs, and community participa- 
tion...A warm, colorful portrait- and fun. (See P. 155) (Publ.) 


Barke, James Macmillan 
THE SONG IN THE GREEN THORN TREE $3.50 


This- with its predecessor, The Wind That Shakes The Barley (1947) provide an 
excellent semi-fictionalized biography of the poet, Robert Burns. This second volume 
defines the years when, with his mother and brother, he moved to an Ayrshire farm. 
Ploughman and poet now, this is the period of Burns’ light o* love; of his passion for 
Jean Armour, and the marriage his family opposed; of his affair with Highland Mary. 
These romantic episodes form the scarlet thread of a closely woven narrative in which 
too are the strands of his love of liberty, his war against dour Puritanism, his strug- 
gle with debt and poverty, his ever-gay relations with friends and neighbors, whose 
esteem he won despite all else, and his mounting poetic fame. This ends on the note 
of his reconciliation with Jean, and his decision to try his literary fortunes in Edin- 
burgh. Popular reading and a goldmine for honest romantics. (For full report see P.152) 


(5/25) 
NON=FICTION- FOR YOUNG ADULTS. 


Marsh, Irving T. & Dutton 
Ehre, Edward- fds. BEST SPORTS STORIBS: 1947 Edition $3.00 
* A splendid selection of sports stories that wont date. The editors and jury 


are more in agreement this year on their inclusions, but sports lovers will have their 
own preferences. The news stories read as well as the magazine tales. Some may feel 
that the inclusions are over-weighted on baseball (but there's never too much for the 
fans); football stories are good, but not quite up to the baseball ones; there are some 
excellent pieces on fights, a good one on golf, a wonderful one on skiing, and so on. 
Better than last year's collection, on all counts. Illustrated. (P. 165): (5/24) 


Shea, Margaret Hammel Ives Washburn 
TAVERN IN THE TOWN $2.50 


Girls will love this amusing, enthusiastic record of a summer season running 
a tea room-restaurant on the Maine coast. Two women- and a brother buy a brokendown 
shack, and with backbreaking work, luck, patience, bribery and intimidation get their 
“tavern” furnished and well-enough equipped to pass the inspectors. This is full of 
warm, gay anecdotes of burned meals, spilt trays, eccentric guests, original menus, 


Gi strcetes with butchers, with fishermen, and so on. A light book, but fun. (P. 161)(5/6) 


From the preceding section, take Zarchy’s LET'S. MAKE A LOT OF THINGS, 
(McKay)- P. 171. 





